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Abstract 

The debate over gun control in the United States is hardly new.  However, the issue keeps 

bubbling to the top after repeated horrific event after another occurs throughout our country.  The 

purpose of this paper is not to challenge the rights afforded to every citizen of the United States 

under the Second Amendment of the Constitution, but rather to argue the need for stricter 

guidelines regarding guns and who has access to them.  In the following paper, I will describe 

the different types of firearms, discuss why we need to employ gun access laws to protect our 

children, demonstrate how our government and law enforcement must play a role if it is to be 

successful, identify why this issue is so political, and argue that a majority of Americans are 

ready for a new approach to gun control. 
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Final Portfolio Project:  Gun Control 

 The debate over gun control in the United States is hardly new.  However, the issue keeps 

bubbling to the top after repeated horrific event after another occurs throughout our country.  

"Each year in the United States, more than 30,000 individuals are killed by guns (homicides, 

suicides, and unintentional fatalities)—85 deaths per day plus many hundreds of nonfatal 

injuries" (JAMA, 2013).  While our government seems torn on what to do, the fact remains that 

innocent people including children are being killed, driving this emotionally charged issue as 

many seek the implementation of a quick solution (Schauba SEC, 2012).  It is not easy to 

separate emotion from an issue like this, especially when children are involved, however we 

must not lose sight of the actual matter here.  "In 2006 firearms were involved in 57% percent of 

all violence-related deaths in the United States, including 69% of homicides and 51% of 

suicides" (Appelbaum & Swanson, 2010).   

 The purpose of this paper is not to challenge the rights afforded to every citizen of the 

United States under the Second Amendment of the Constitution, but rather to argue the need for 

stricter guidelines regarding firearms and who has access to them.  This includes a ban on 

automatic firearms, a longer waiting period for the purchase of a firearm, and universal 

background and mental health checks on all gun sales. The question becomes what are we 

accomplishing if we do nothing to adapt and possibly prevent further fatalities.  In the following 

paper, I will describe the different types of firearms, discuss why we need to employ gun access 

laws to protect our children, demonstrate how our government and law enforcement must play a 

role if it is to be successful, identify why this issue is so political, and argue that a majority of 

Americans are ready for a new approach to gun control. 
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I: Gun Types 

 There are several types of firearms.  In order to justify the need for better gun control and 

access to gun themselves, we must first understand the different types of guns and their purpose.  

Almost all of the guns in the United States today including pistols, revolvers, rifles, and 

handguns are semi-automatic (Slate, 2012).  This means that a firearm can fire a single bullet 

each time you pull the trigger.  For comparison, a machine gun which shoots bullets as long as 

the trigger is squeezed is an automatic weapon (Slate, 2012).  Firearms can come in various 

power types including single action, semi-automatic, and automatic in their deployment of 

bullets.  Therefore, the focus of this paper in relation to guns themselves are the restriction of 

automatic weapons by civilians in residential arms as they are unsafe and unnecessary. 

II. Children and Guns 

 The most recent mass shooting event happened in Newtown, Connecticut where 27 

people died, including 18 children after a young man entered and opened fire at an elementary 

school (Wonkblog, 2012).  This latest episode in the gun control debate has touched a nerve with 

many in the United States and left many feeling unsafe and questioning the safety of their 

children.  However, there is another aspect of the safety issue that we must consider.  Children 

should at least feel safe in their homes, however in households where a child has access to a 

firearm, there is potential for concern.  A study conducted from 1995-99 in Arizona revealed that 

317 children died of gunshot wounds.  "Most of these deaths were homicides (175) or suicides 

(109). All suicide deaths occurred in children >9 years old, and 77% of these children were >14 

years old. The typical suicide victim was male (83%) and used a gun (70%) to kill himself" 

(American Academy of Pediatrics, 2006).  How did these children have access to a gun?  While 

there are other factors related to juvenile homicides, C.P. Ewing (1990) suggests that they are 
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"likely to increase as a result of increasingly serious substance abuse among juveniles and adults, 

rising rates of child maltreatment, expanding access to guns, the number of juveniles living in 

poverty, and the anticipated increase in the growth of the juvenile population." 

III: Guns, the Government, and Law Enforcement 

 "Firearms are used in about 60 percent of the murders committed in this country" (Roth, 

1994).  It is crucial for the U.S. Government and law enforcement to play an active role in the 

enforcement of gun control and educating the public on the needs to reduce gun murders and 

violence.  This should include gun law reform, which we will discuss further in the next section, 

but also a conscious effort on the part of law enforcement to embrace the education and training 

aspect of public gun control and safety.  Part of training on gun safety should include measures 

that parents be required to take classes in firearm safety in order to keep guns out of the reach of 

their children.  This could include never leaving the gun loaded in the house, learning ways to 

talk to children about guns and their dangers, and safe storage laws (Jacobs, 2002).   

IV: The Second Amendment...  Still Right Today? 

 "Gun homicide alone causes 11,000 deaths each year, more than all US troops killed 

throughout the last decade in Iraq and Afghanistan. Remarkably, the 26 deaths in Newtown, 

Connecticut represent fewer gun homicides than the daily U.S. average" (JAMA, 2013).  The 

Second Amendment states, "a well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free 

state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed" (Patterson, 2008).  

What was the meaning of this amendment at the time of its conception?  Does it have the same 

meaning today?  This seems to be the heart of this debate and where the contrast comes into 

play.  It is important to point out that some analysts have stated "the founding fathers intended 

the 2nd Amendment to be an individual right and that the purpose for it was to ensure that the 
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federal government could never grow so big as to not listen to and not be ruled by the will of the 

people" (Halbrook, 2008).  Whether this was the original purpose or not, the fact remains that 

30,000 individuals are killed by guns each year (JAMA, 2013).  

V. Is The United States Ready For Gun Control? 

 The Obama administration has been working on this issue ever since the Newtown 

incident.  As of January 2013, "fifty-three percent in the latest ABC News/Washington Post poll 

view Obama’s gun control plan favorably, 41 percent unfavorably. Strong proponents outnumber 

strong opponents by 38 vs. 31 percent in this poll, produced for ABC by Langer Research 

Associates" (Langer Research Associates, 2013).  Based on this data, it appears that most 

Americans support moving towards stricter guidelines for gun control.   

 These ideas are not new concepts as several books have been written on the topic and 

have suggested these types of measures for years including banning dangerous weapons, 

universal safe storage laws, and regulating ammunition (Jacobs, 2002).  Further, federally 

prohibiting persons with mental illness in regards to their ability to purchase firearms is also a 

popular notion (Price & Norris, 2008).  However as of April 2007, only 22 states were 

voluntarily submitting records from mental health databases to the National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System (Price & Norris, 2008).  This shows the need for the federal 

government to enforce regulations on the background check process on gun ownership in order 

to protect everyone, including those with mental health illnesses. Based on these ideas, it is the 

position of this paper that a ban on automatic firearms, longer waiting period for the purchase of 

a firearm, and universal background and mental health checks on all gun sales would be 

supported by a majority of the American public. 
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VI. Conclusion 

 In conclusion, gun control is a very current topic in American Society and the need for 

further gun law reform at the federal level is at question.  In spite of this, consider some other 

factors and reactions on the part of society and politicians. What if bridges were failing and 

killing drivers across the United States, or a natural disaster devastated the East Coast, or the 

threat of another terrorist attack was imminent.  How is the issue of gun control any different?  

"Each year in the United States, more than 30,000 individuals are killed by guns (homicides, 

suicides, and unintentional fatalities)—85 deaths per day plus many hundreds of nonfatal 

injuries" (JAMA, 2013).  "In 2006 firearms were involved in 57% percent of all violence-related 

deaths in the United States, including 69% of homicides and 51% of suicides" (Appelbaum & 

Swanson, 2010).  The numbers speak for themselves and the need for our society to make some 

significant decisions regarding gun access. 

 While firearms come in various power types including single action, semi-automatic, and 

automatic in their deployment of bullets, the need for civilians to have access to automatic 

weapons is in question here.  Especially after the mass shooting event in Newtown, Connecticut 

where this type of weapon was used (Wonkblog, 2012).  Everyone should feel safe in their 

home, no one is questioning that.  However, the need for weapons that produce bullets as long as 

the trigger is squeezed goes beyond protecting the community at large.  Further, our children 

should not be exposed to and have access to any type of firearms in their homes.  It is crucial for 

the U.S. Government and law enforcement to play an active role in educating the public on the 

needs to reduce gun murders and violence.  This should include training on gun safety plus 

allowing means for parents to take classes in firearm safety highlighting the need to keep guns 

out of the reach of their children.   
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 As of January 2013, fifty-three percent of Americans viewed gun control plans favorably 

(Langer Research Associates, 2013).  This includes a ban on automatic firearms, a longer waiting 

period for the purchase of a firearm, and universal background checks on all gun sales (Langer 

Research Associates, 2013).  These national background checks should further federally prohibit 

persons with mental illness in regards to their ability to purchase firearms (Price & Norris, 2008).  

As these ideas are not new thoughts, the need itself for some significant change in gun 

regulations is apparent.  However, taking the position that by enforcing gun regulations will only 

lead criminals  to get guns through other means is not the right approach either.  To be realistic, 

while gun control and law reform may not completely eliminate the next mass shooting or 

accident gun death from happening in the United States, the opportunity to save lives is there 

through awareness, prevention, and education. 
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